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“Of course you can't capture 
happiness on a spreadsheet, any 
more than you can bottle it. If anyone 
was trying to reduce the whole spectrum 
of human emotion into one snapshot statistic, 
I would be the first to roll my eyes.”
– Prime Minister David Cameron, 25th November 2010

Culture effects challenges conventional thinking and methods associated 
with ‘measuring’ the impact of artistic and cultural practices, participation and 
processes. It provides an opportunity for artists, cultural practitioners and academics to come 
together to explore new languages for articulating the difficult to measure, intangible, sensual
and powerful  ‘effects’ and ‘affects’ of arts and culture. 

Culture effects takes place in a moment when the cultural sector and arts and humanities 
subjects in Higher Education are under pressure to prove their economic worth and policy 
relevance. At the same time, there is renewed governmental interest in finding ways to 
measure well-being and quality of life.

With key notes from Joe Winston, University of Warwick and Tom Bolton, Centre for Cities, and 
presentations, case studies, provocations and creative workshops, the event is relevant to the 
arts and cultural practitioners, academics from across the humanities and social sciences, policy-
makers, educationalists and others interested in extending the ways in which they research the 
impact of interventions.  

It takes the concepts of ‘beauty’ and ‘impact’ as starting points to consider questions such as:

• How can the affects and effects of artistic and cultural projects be measured?
• What is their economic, emotional, social, political value? 
• How might policy debates and academic research relating to ‘impact’ be enriched and 
 challenged by actual creative practices of artists and communities? 
• How might academic research support timely and provocative artistic 
 interventions in public spaces? 

http://tinyurl.com/cultureeffects
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