
Martin Dodge 
ÅUoM geography dept. bit of a map 

geek, very interested in technology  

ÅCo-curated óMapping Manchesterô 

exhibition in Rylands Library, 2009  

ÅWorking on follow -on óbig bookô 

ÅDoing small historic exhibition 

called Infra_MANC. With Richard 

Brook (MMU), timed to coincide with 

MHF in Feb. 2012 

ÅInterested in building a historic 

mapping portal for the city. seeking 

funding routes  



Background on portal project  
Å To build a comprehensive web portal for viewing 

historical maps of the city, with georeferenced layers 

of rich historical data, and to evaluate how this 

resource changes engagement with urban history 

Å Martin Dodge, Chris Perkins, óMapping Manchesterô 
Å Martin Hewitt (MMU), óVictorian Manchesterô 

Å Terry Wyke (MMU), lots  of projects, huge knowledge 

Å Norman Redhead, Karl Lunn (GMAU), historic landscape characterisation 

Å With directory maps from LSU (Helen Lowe), Archives (Dave 

Govier) 

Å JRUL help ï Deansgate imaging, Map Library (Donna Pope)  

Å ófreeô Web mapping techies and server at UCL 

Å Search for funding ï JISC bid failed last year 



Map layers - possible 
ÅDirectory maps, 1 every decade ï historical depth 

(but need to be narrated)  

ðMaps sourced from Central Reference Library 

ÅOrdnance Survey (5ft, 10ft plans, 6ò series) 

ÅSocial maps (housing, health, drinking,é) 

ÅIndustrial city (Goad plans, others?)  

ÅNetworks (trams, railways, canals, sewers?) 

Å1960/70s CPO maps for housing clearances 

ÅArchaeological layers (GMAU) + interpretation  

ÅTithe and 1910 mapping with lists, schedules  

ÅStreet name gazetteers, key points (churches, etc)  

ÅChanging administrative boundaries 

ÅHistorical aerial photography?  

 



http://manchester.publicprofiler.org/ 



Historic data layers  

ÅGeoreferencing, hyperlinking  

ÅFocus on visual  

ÅNot duplicate  

ÅAdd value thru mapping? 

ÅGenealogical databases? 

ÅLink to catalogues of archives, 

galleries, (e.g. PastFinder)  

Edina óAddressingHistoryô project 



Funding routes 
ÅJISC  

ðLots of ódigitisationô monies about 

ðAlso fund a lot of geospatial projects  

ðOur bid for £85k failed in Jan. 2011  

ÅAHRC 

ðVisualising Urban Geographies 1 yr, £80k 

ðMapping the Moment, performance 

culture in Nottingham 3 yrs, £290k 

ÅHLF 

ðCheshire Tithe maps 

ðTracks in Time (Leeds tithe)  

ðA Vision of Britain through Time  









Complimentary historical 

mapping portal projects  

ÅNo competitors but plenty of 

complimentary projects  

ðGoing to the Show 

ðPhilaplace 

ðNLS 



We want your ideas 
1. Who would use a historical mapping web portal 

for Manchester and what do they most want to 

see? (How do we target different audiences?)  

2. What could be unique aspects for a Manchester 

historical mapping portal (e.g. focus on 

integrating existing visual materials, depth of 

mapping thru time, mapping the industrial story, 

narrating the maps themselves, showing 

networks/flows, ......)  

3. Does use of old street maps and georeferencing 

really add value to historical material??  

4. What map types should we offer? (note, we're 

likely not doing a historical GIS and creating lots 

of new maps from old data.)  

  



We want your ideas 
5. What should be our geographical and temporal scale? 

What counts as 'Manchester', what counts as 

'historical'? (1780s-1940s by available mapping??) 

6. What historical data layers are key? (note, we're not 

doing mass digitising but want to rejuvenate existing 

resources and link) 

7. How open should a portal be to public annotations 

and contributions? 

8. What are the intellectual challenges? why is this an 

academic project? 

9. What you could do to help??! (money, support in kind, 

expert advice, letters of support, serve on steering 

board, review bid drafts, provide unique data 

sources, participate in user studies,.....)  










